
Who Was the Anonymous 1702 Wet Nursefor One of Lamothe Cadiilac,s CtrliorenZ

Additional Documentation for the birth of a
at Fon pontchartrain in 17OZ

Cadi l lac chi td

suzanne Boivin Sommervi l le,  FcHSM member (suesommervi l le@aol.com)

My April of 2003 arlicle' published by Michigan's Habitant Heritage,,presented evidence for a sonborn to Marie-Th6rdse Guyon and hbr husbind, Antoine i"rr"t dit de Lamothe cadiilac , in 1702at Fort
:;#::ilil:"'"'"',ilJ::ffi::l'J'flT,y;l*i:;;L;"d; de Lamothe caJi,'c, a possibi,ity I had

In my article in Michigan's Habitant Heritage, october 2001, I presented a theory[Joseph was the child born in 17)2]that can ."* o" .rpported. In that arlicle, I stated:

Wri t ing lo France [ in september of 17oz] lromeu6bec, to which he hao gone downfor regar matters with the company ot tnl coiony, c"oitt"" reports:

Mme' Tonty...saw her infant die for want of mirk, which she had not anticipated.I fear the same may.happen to my wife *no *". ;ust aooui to oe confined whenI left [the fort]. That is not extraordinary because these radies have wet nursesfor their  chi ldren.,

t . . l
Historians and genealogists have assumed the 1702 child died, just as cadillac feared he would.Neverlheless' according to cadillac, cerlainly an authoritative source in this instance, the baby thatMarie-Th6rese Guyon was expecteo 

1o. 
ogliver snortry aiie, her husband left the fort to go toQu6bec very definitery survived after his birth in the summer ot 1702.

Four years later' in 1706 on 30 september, Lamothe cadillac wrote to pontchartrain from the fort,saying he had his four-year-old son with him (thus born i,i ltozy. cadilac ,"J"L to this four-year-old as the first child born at the fort. He then s"y. His lrl";esty had promised a pensron to thefirst-born at a new setflement, and he.requ".trin" p"n.ion, or, if the pension is not granted, heasks the King to enroll this four-year-old in the troopf "nJ p"y him as tire other sordiers are paid..
In addit ion to cadi l lac's declarat ion of 1706, lhave also discovered a related document,  a iudicial

' "The otrer women ano eaEJitit, part 5, Married women and their chirdren and
;r:?ffi't:,i:""T:i:",j,"ffi:: 

cad;,a; ;hirdren," Micniian:l' Habitant Heritase,
Previously Unreported

Vol. 24, #2, Aprit 2003.

' cadil lac to Pontchartrain from Qu6bec, 2-5 septemb er 1702, cadil lac papers, Michigan pioneer andH is to r i ca l  soc ie t y '  Vo lume33(1903 ) ,p  139 (Herea f te r  ne i s l . " tmphas i s "oo "o .  j r i " ohaveacopyo f  
t heoriginal f rom the microfi lm' Madame roniy altegeoly left the tort in t iog,because she was agarn pregnant. rn 1704,cadil lac told the Indians at the fort: "l knew that.ihe voyage trat lrraoame de Tonty made to Montrear rast yearcaused you to be suspicious [to have "de lombrage", *orry trrlt tre "utit"r"nt was about to be abandoned] becauseshe did not return' lt is her pregnancy 1sa grossessel that was the reason [that she left]. AC F3, Vol 2, Moreau de

i,?Hl,v,r^?ii?ji :r,K::,::{^:;:X:,:x;diilj:;Jil: lil^, t 3oz,wationai ir*rives or canara
3 From AC C1 1A Vol. 24, NAC microfi lm F-24, t.20Ov, photocopy.
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interrogat ion dated 9 November 1703, ' that provides further evidence there was indeed a Cadi l lac chi ld at
Fort Pontchartrain in 1702-1703 and that the baby was fed by a nourrice, a wet nurse.

ln 1701, King Louis XIV oJ France had granted control  of  the fur t rade at Fort  Pontcharlrain and elsewhere
inNouve l leFranceto lheCompagn iede laCo lon ie ,agroupof  NewFranceent repreneurs .u  Wordof  H is
Majesty 's approval ol  the Company of the Colony did not arr ive unt i l  af ter the members of the f i rst  two
convoys left for Detroit as employees of the king in 1701 . By 1702, il was the Company that was doing the
hir ing. ln 1703, the Company f i led a request for an interrogat ion of f ive of their  engagds, hired men who
had served at Fort Pontchadrain, to find out what they knew about events at Le Detroit. Cadillac had
setzed several pacquets of pelletries placed by some of the men in the Company storehouse (magazin) at
the fort .  He al leged the furs had been obtained through i l legal means. The directors of the Company
then lodged a complaint against the employees suspected of having traded i l legal ly at Le D6troi t .  None of
the men hired to travel to Fort  Pontchaf irain in 1701 ,1702, or 1703 ( including off icers and soldiers) were
allowed to trade for their own profit, although they were permitted to turn in to the magazin at the forl any
pel letr ies they obtained through their  hunt ing. The prof i ts from the eventual t ransport  to the mother
c o l o n y a n d t h e s a l e o f  t h e p e l l e t r i e s w o u l d b e s h a r e d h a l f  a n d h a l f  b y  t h e h i r e d m e n a n d t h e k i n g ( i n 1 7 0 1 )
and then the hired men and the Company (1702,1703). '

Most of the documents concerning the al legat ions of unlawful  t rade with the Indians at the fort  have not
surv ived,  i t  seems,  bu t  th is  in te r rogat ion  is  ex tan t .  I  w i l l  no t ,  in  th is  a r t i c le ,  p rov ide  a l l  o f  the  de ta i l s
contained in this interrogat ion document,  my purpose being to report  the information demonstrat ing that
there was a Cadillac baby requiring a wet nurse in 1702-03.

First ,  however,  these are the men who were quest ioned on 9 November 1703. Four of them were part  of
the f i rst  convoy to {ound D6troi t  in 1701, leaving La Chine about 5 June and arr iv ing at Le Detroi t  on 24
J u l y  1 7 0 1 :  R e n 6  G o d e f r o y ,  s i e u r  d e  L i n c t 6 t ;  L o u i s  B a b i e ;  J a c q u e s  B r i s s e t ;  a n d  R e n 6
B6nard  d i t  Bour io l i . '  A  f i f th  man tes t i f y ing  fo r th is  in te r rogat ion ,  Jean-Bapt is te  G igudre ,  t rave led
to the ton In the second, smal ler convoy that lef t  in late June or ear ly July of '1701 to send up addit ional
p rovrs ions .

As they ident i f ied themseives and as they are recorded on the 9 November 1703 documeni,  the men
who were interrogated are:

' Interrogation of Godfroy, Babie, Gigiuere, brisset, bourjoly, "Enquete au sujet de la traite des pelletries faite au
Detro i t . . . . " ,  #326,  A,  B,  C,  D,  Archives du Queibec (hereaf terANQ),4M00-6227,  (15 pages photocopy) .  Ctaude
de Bermen,  Escuyer,  Seigneur de la  Mart in idre,  Counselor  for  the k ing on the Sovereign Counci l  o f  New France,
delegated by Intendant Frangois de Beauharnois, conducted the interrogation, asststed by Frangois Fromage.

' Both Cadil lac and Alphonse de Tonty were shareholders in this Company. See Guy Fregault, "La Compagnie de la
Colonie,"  Le XVl l le  Si ic /e Canadien,  Etudes,  Col lect ion Constantes,  Volume 16,  Montr6al :  Edi t ions HMH,
1968, pp. 242-288. This is the only serious study of the Company. Only two of the subscribers ever contributed any
money toward the venture (one of whom was Alphonse Tonty) because the funds were not due unti l 1707, and by that
t ime the Company was defunct .  The only female member of  the group was Char lot te-Frangoise Juchereau,  se l f -
styled Countess of Saint-Laurent, widow of Frangois Viennay-Pachot, and, in 1702, about to marry Frangois Daupin
de Laforest, second in command under Cadil lac in 1706 and later commandant. Her son Daniel Viennay-Pachot was
an interpreter of Huron at Fort Pontchartrain in 1707. Rene Jette, Dictionnaire g€n6alogique des familles
du Qu6bec desor ig ines jusqu'd 1730,Montr6al :  Les Presses de I 'Univers i t6  de Montr6al ,  1983,  p.  1125.

u This permiss ion is  speci f ica l ly  spel led out  on the h i r ing contracts.  I  have copies of  the re levant  documents.  The
men hired in 1701 worked for the king; those hired in 1702 and 1703 worked for the Company of the Colony.

'  Thei r  names are on the p laque commissioned by the French-Canadian Her i tage Society of  Michigan to
commemorate the first convoy. This plaque is in Hart Plaza in downtown Detroit near the statue of Antoine Laumet dit
de Lamothe Cadil lac given by the French in 2001 in honor of the 300th anniversary of the founding of Detroit.
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"rene gaudfroy, escuyer Sr de l inctot",  about 28, residing ordinari ly at  Bouchervi l le,  who
declared he had f irst been hired by the king to go to the fort in i zot . He stated that at the end of
hts year of service, he was hired by the company of the colony while he was stil l at the fort. He
signed Linctot.u

j^tfrr

"Louis babie grandpr6",  about 27, voyageur and habitantof Champlain, who declared he had
served two years as an employee of the company. He signed Louis Babie."

"Jeanbapt iste giguiere",  about 38, voyageur by profession, without other domici le,  who
declared he had been hired by the Company and served fourteen months. He could not sign.,o
"Jacques br isset",  about 28, habitant of  l ' ls le Dupas, who declared he worked for the Company
at D6troit. He signed Jacque brissete.,,

"renci  besnard bourioly",  about 30, resident of Trois-Rividres and a voyageur,  who declared
he had been hired by the company." He signed Ren6 Benard.

In addit ion to specif ic quest ions asked of each man, al lwere quest ioned about:

--Lamothe cadiilac's seizure of peiletries beronging lo engag6s
--illegal trade at the fort by the hired men, soldiers, or ottrcerJlrhey said they knew of no
such trade.)
--whether they were permitted to trade for their own profit, and whether they did trade in
any way

'  Hired by Intendant champigny for the king on 28 May 170 , | ,  A. Adh6mar, ANe, photocopy. The fact that hetestified he was hired to go to the fort is a reminder that not all hiring contracts are extant.
"  Hired by Intendant champigny forthe king on 28 May 1701, A. Adh6mar, ANe. Louis Babie was specif ical ly hiredby Intendant charles Bochan, sieur de champigny, to be a hunter at the fort. In 1703, champigny was in France andannotated "Extract of the act of the general assembly o1 the company of the colony;', oatej i November 1703, justdays before the interrogation, and then sent to France. champigny commented that he had hired Babie to be a hunterand that he is an honest man who lived long at the forl. He is oie'of the best hunters, and his testtmony about eventsat the fotr can be trusted. words in italics are my translation. NAC, microfilm F-21 , l. j71, phorocopy.
'o Hired by Intendant champigny for the king on 27 June 1701 , A. Adh6mar, ANQ. Gigubre,s contract was for at leasta year' on 14 september 1702 at Quebec city, he was hired by the company, chambalon, ANe. lt is not unusual tofind the same man hired in two separate contracts dated close to each other. Different duties were specified oneach lt seems Giguere left for the fort in June of 1701 , returned, and was hired in september ol 17e2 to go again.The Lake ontario / Lake Erie route was most likely used in 1702, not the longer ottawa River route that was taken bythe f i rst  convoy of 1701. Also hired, on 28 June 17Q1 , for the second buismal ler convoy of 1701 were AntoineThunay d i t  Duf resne '  Math ieu  Per r in  d i t  Garao,  and Frango is  Tro t t ie r  d i t  Be l tecour ,  A .  Adh6mar ,A N Q .

1', Hired by Intendant champigny for lhe king on 28 May 1701 , A. Adh6mar, ANQ. Brisset testif ied that he traded withthe Indians by order  of  the Company,  and for  the prof i t  o f  the Company,  when he was sent  to  obta in food atMichil imackinac, and that he also traded items of merchandise left at Michll imackinac, among others otd robaccogreatly spoiled for which he got pelletries that he remitted into the hands of the commisat Fort-pontchartrain. I havenot traced Brisset's earlier involvement with the fur trade, but he was associated with Frangois Fafard in borrowingmoney f  rom Jean Sybi l le ,  13 June 1695,  A.  Adhemar.

' '? Hired by lntendant champigny for the king on 28 May 1701, A. Adh6mar, ANe; and by the compa ny .t4 June 1702,Chambalon,  ANQ.
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--whether they attempted to retr ieve any old debts owed them by the Indians' '

And, most important ly for the purpose of this art ic le,  al l  f  ive of the men were asked:

--whether Lamothe Cadillac took castors, beaver skins, from the Company's magazinlo
pay the nourr ice, wet nurse, of  one of his (plural)  chi ldren

When I  f i rst  saw this quest ion asked of Ren6 Godfroy, s ieur de Linctot,  I  was most interested to read what
he and the other men had to say about payment for nursing services provided to a Cadrllac baby present at
the fort  in 1702-03. l t  is wel l  documented that Cadi l lac's son Antoine, born in 1692, went to the fort  with
his father in 1701. Son Jacques, born in 1695, traveled to the fort  and arr ived there wrth his mother in
the fal l  of  1701. Antoine and Jacques --  ten-years-old and six-years-old in 1702-- most cer lainly would not
have required a wet nurse. The surviving Cadi l lac daughters, Judith and Madeleine, were older than
Antoine and Jacques, and they can be documented in Quebec City.  Daughter Marie-Anne, born 5 June
1 7 0 1 ,  w a s  b u r i e d  7  J u n e  1 7 0 1 . ' "

Godef roy, sieur de Linctot, replied that he had heard that Cadillac had given twenty castors a month to the
wet nurse of one of his children, and that for three months he gave her sixty. Asked whether Cadillac took
the castors from the magazin, Godefroy said he was not sure and that he [Cadillac] could also have taken
them from presents given to him by the sauvages |ndiansl as from any other source, but Sr Nollant might
have more information."'

"Sr Nol lant" is Jean-Bapt iste Nolan, merchant,  hired 24 June 1702 by the Company of the Colony to
serveassecond commis ,  s to rec le rk .  Thef i rs t  commis ,  h i red thenextday , 'uwas Ber t rand Arnaud o f
Montr6al,  another member of the convoy that founded D6troi t ,  but who obviously returned to Qu6bec
City by June of 1702. Cadi l lac accused both of these men of i l legal t rade at the fort ."

Next io test i fy was Louis Babre, one of the men from whom Cadi l lac conf iscated pel letr ies. ' "  He conf irmed

' '  Among those who d id rec la im debts owed by the Indians were Louis Babie and the in terpreter  Frangois Fafard
di t  Delorme.  Babie test i f  ied that  he and the in terpreter  had been in a t rade associat ion together ,  and the debts
were six to seven years old. See Obligation par la Dame Babie [Jeanne Dandonneau, Louis Babie's widowed mother,
act ive in  the iur  t radel  e l  Fafard A Frs.  Hazeur,  19 September 1694 and 11 June 1695,  A.  Adh6mar.  Publ ished
histor ies do not  of ten speak of  the grant ing of  credi t  to  the Indians,  nor  of  thei r  fa i lure or  inabi l i ty ,  for  a var iety  of
reasons. to repay debts promptly.

' "  PRDH Onl ine.  #61999 Ouebec 1701-06-07 Naissance:  1701-06-05.  Mar ie-Anne's qodmother  was Mar ie-Anne
Lemotne.

'Words in  i ta l ics in  the entr ies for  each man are my t ranslat ion quoted { rom the 1703 interrogat ion.

'u  Both contracts,  Chambalon,  ANQ.

"  See Cadi l lac 's  Memoire. .1 4 November 1704.  The MPHS t ranslat ion usual ly  ca l ls  Arnaud "Armand",  one of  many

errors in  reading and t ranscr ipt ion.  I  have a copy of  the or ig inal  French f  rom the NAC microf i lm F-412,  AC C1 1 E,  Vol .
14, t t .  168-191v,  about  f i f ty  pages hand-wr i t ten by Cadi l lac.  The Engl ish t ranslat ion is  on pp.  198-241 in MPHS,
"Cadi l lac Paoers."  Vol .  33 (1903).

'o Louis Babie testif ied that he had presented proof itemizing the pelletries he had received from the Indians for past
debts. Lamothe Cadil lac told Babie to place them in the hands of the commis, and he, Cadil lac, would see to it that
they would be sent down by the lndians and sold, either at Cataracouy (Fort Frontenac, modern-day Kingston,
Ontario) or at Montrdai. Babie also said that lhe permission to reclaim debts was given verbally by Monsieur de
Calliere fthe governor-general in 1701] and Monsieur de Champigny [the intendant], two or three days before he left to
go up to detroit and this was in the presence of Sieur de lamothe and of several other persons, not only to him but to
all the voyageurs who were going up to detroit and that memoires were shown to Lamothe on the spot.
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that Lamothe cadillac was given castors from the magazin to pay the woman nursing a Cadillac child but didnot know whether they were aux depens, at the expense (charged to the accouni; of te company or ofLamothe Cadillac.
/-) n

/ nw /)d/'/-{)

Next,  Jean-Bapt iste Giguere not only conf irmed that Cadi l lac used castors taken from the companymagazin to pay the wet nurse of one of his children but added that he himself, the respondant, is the oneruho put the castors on the scale in the presence of the commis, who marked those that had beenweryheo wtth their weight but does not recallthe quantity, which he saw written by the said Commis.

Jacques Brisset '  in his test imony, rndicated that he had not spent a great deal of  t ime at the fort ,  havingbeen away hunt ing' 'n He was even sent to Michi l imackinac to trade tor bled d' inde, corn, to teed theinhabitants of Fort  Pontchartrain when food ran short .  He had no knowledge that cadi l lac used castorsfrom the company magazin to pay the wet nurse of one of his chiroren.

Ftnally, Rene Benard dit Bourjoly, under oath, said he saw the said nourrice receive by the hands of SrArnaud' one of the commts, 20 castors and heard said that Lamothe cadillac gave her the same amounteach month.

A*,r266_22r-*)

But nei ther  he nor  any of  the others ment ioned the name of  th is  woman who was paid to nurse a cadi l lac
chi ld !  Who could she have been?

The Lamothe Cadi l iac and the Tonty fami l res t raveled wi th servants in  the summer and the fa l l  o f  1701.The names of  a l l  these servants have not  survrved,  a l though guesses have been made.  Denis River in,co-drrector  of  the Company of  the Colony,  repor ted in  . l703 
inat  tne fami l res of  the of f icers at  the for tto ta led n ineteen persons. 'o  This f igure inc ludes servants,  but  h i r ing contracts for  them appear to bemiss ing,  a l though these arrangements could have been made sou!  se ing pr ive,  as a ppvate wr i t tencontract  not  regis tered wi th a notary.  In  1703,  the widow of  Jean Mor isselu,  Anne pastore l le ,  on 27

t laust  J703, ' '  
d id t ract  to  t ravel  to  the for t  wi th her  in fant  daughter  to worK as a nourr ice lor'" Louis Babie had also reported thal there were only fotly cabanes of different Indran nations at Detroit, that ft wasnecessary to travel forty lieues [about 120 miles] lo hunt, that there were onty forly arpents of tand cleared that wasyielding very little, even though it was newty planted ground, and that it was necessary to go more than ,,20 lieues toobtatn vivres [food] a/ missil l imaKinac, and more than 200 lieues to go to la baye [modern-day Green Bay,wisconsinl' 7 November 1703, Extrait de t'acte d'assemblee generalle de ta comp[agnie]'de la colonie de canadatenue au palais de quebec le Teme novembre 17o3,NAc microfi lm F-21 ,tt. rzr, prr-otocopy. Sieurs Laforest andCourtemanche reported the same thing; but, as Champigny indicated in his side bar annotation of the document, theycould have known th is  only  by passing through the establ ishment  on thei r  way back to the mother  colony,  whereasBabie was there for a long time. These details definitely challenge cadil lac's reports about the conditions at thes e t t l e m e n t i n l T 0 l - 0 3 .  A m o n g o t h e r c l a i m s , i n S e p t e m b e r l T o z h ; w r o t e t h a t 6 0 0 0 l n d i a n s w e r e t h e r e .  

C a d i l l a c t oPontchar t ra in.  September 25,  1702,  MpHS,33:139.

'n Memoire du sr- Riverin, trom Extraits de Lettres de canada de l 'annee 1703, NAC, F-21 , t.2gB. On 15 November,Franqois Mart in ,  s ieur  de L ino,  co-d i rector  of  the company of  the colony,  repor ted that  the fami l ies and domest icseryants of the officers at Detroit numbered tweive or thirteen persons, all of whom the company was required to pay
to {eed.  AC Cl  iA Vol .23,  NAC, f .  207v,  photocopy.

' '  A' Adhemar, ANQ, photocopy. See my article on "The other women and Early Detroit.,, MHH, october 2001 .
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the baby Madame Cadi l lac was expect ing in that year,  Marie-Th6rdse. The bapt ism of Marie-Th6rbse is

recorded in February ol  1704, al though her bir th date is not indicated. Godparents were Bef irand

Arnaud, lhe commis accused by Cadi l lac of i l legal act ions, and Genevibve Letendre, wife of Et ienne

Volant,  s ieur de Radisson, at that t ime a commis for the Company." Publ ished works pr ior to my 2003

adicle report Marie-Th6rdse is the first child born at the foft," but this 1703 interrogation demonstrates that

there was a child born there one year earlier in 1702'

l t  is tempting to suggest that Genevidve Charron di te Laferr idre, the wife of Frangois Bienvenu

dif  Del is le,  might have been the wet nurse paid by Cadi l lac to nurse the chi ld born in 1702. I  hasten to

add this is soeculat ion, but her son Raphaelwas buried at Forl  Pontcharlrain on 24 Apri l  1706, said to be

three years old.,o l f  he would have turned four later in 1706, he could have been born in 1702, about the

t ime oi  the bir th of a Cadi l lac chi ld,  who I  bel ieve is Joseph de la Mothe Cadi l lac, in the late summer of the

same year.  As a new mother,  Genevidve Charron dl te Laferr ibre could have nursed the Cadi l lac chi ld,

relieving Madame Cadillac of this responsibility that the "ladies" of the colony chose not to fulfil l. I have yet

to see or locate any documents account ing for the presence of Del is le and his wife at the fort '  but they

were def ini tely there by May of 1704, after the surviving register begins, because their  son Joseph was

bapt ized  on  5May tZd+,  w i t f r  P ie r re  T ichenet  and Frango ise  Dumouche l le  as  godparents .  On 6

Juiy t703, Frangoise Dumouchel le had accepted a posit ion as a servant for the Lamothe family."

Alphonse Tonty was present in Montr6al for the conlract, acting for the commandanf of the fort.

We wi l l  probably never know the ident i ty of the woman who nursed a Lamothe Cadi l lac chi ld in the 1702-

1703 period. There is now no doubt, however, that a child was born to Madame Cadillac in 1702. Cadillac,

in tzO6, and four of the f ive witnesses interrogated in 1703 conf irm this fact.  l t  would seem this chi ld was

named Joseph. ldent i fy ing himself  as having been born atthe fon, Joseph survived to pet i t ion, many

years later, the right to return to claim his father's property at D6troit. There is no evidence he did return,

al though he was granted permission to do so. 'u Because oi  the destruct ion of the f i rst  pages of the

regrsteis of Sainte-Anne-de-D6troit in a fire in October 1703 (or thereafter" ), we will never know who this

Joieph de Lamothe Cadi l lac's godparents might have been, nor whether his godfather or godmother

"  1o July  1703,  A.  Adhemar,  ANQ.

, .  One except ion is  Jean Boutonnet 's  Lamothe Cadi l lac,  Le gascon qui  fonda Df t ro i t  (1658'1730) '

France, Editions Gu6n6gaud, 2001. Boutonnet concluded that Joseph was the child born in 1702 but declares that

no documentation written during the years Cadil lac was at the forl survives to prove a child was there. My finds

suggest otherwise. Se my review of this book' MHH, July 2003-

,o photocopy of original register. This burial was the last entry by Father Delhalle before his death in June.

,. 6 July 1703, A. Adh6mar, ANQ, photocopy. See MHH, Oclober 2001, for other women present in the first years,

1701-1704, of Early Detroit. Tonty's wife, Marie-Anne Picot6 de Belestre, had also returned to the colony by 1703

because her husband named her to act for him in all legal matters in his absence before he returned to D6troit.
procuration, 13 october 1703, A. Adh6mar, ANQ, photocopy. Neither Tonty nor his wife could thus have been

present at the fort when the suspicious fire broke out on 3 October 1703, despite the fl ights-of-fancy of some writers

o f  h i s to r i ca l  f i c t i on .  [Ed i t o / sno te :  See  MHH,Ju l y200 l ,Vo l . 22 ,Commemora t i ve l ssue#3 ,pp .  123 -127andMHH.

October 2001, Vol. 22, Commemorative lssue #4, pp. 173-178, for additional material on the fire at the fort. l

'u See MHH, April 2003.

, ' lsay, , thereaf ter"  because a f ragment  of  an act  f rom 1703 surv ives above Father  Delhal le 's  and Cadi l lac 's

attestation that the destroyed records were reconstituted. [Editor's note: See MHH, January 20Q1 , Yol. 22'

Commemorative lssue #1, pp. 2-5 tor the first pages o{ the register which does show the f ragment of an act f rom

13. . . [b lank in  the act ]  1703.1
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gave him his first name, as was generally the custom in New France.r'

The story of Early Detroi t  that has been publ ished or imagined in the past is incomplete --  and sometimes
total ly wrong --  when surviving pr imary sources are examined. I  hope you enjoy the factual detai ls I  havefound in my explorat ion of the extant documents. These detai ls expand our understanding of the truestory of the early inhabitants of Fort  Pontchartrain, al though we wi l l  never know some facts with absolute
cenaintv.

Suzanne Boivin Sommervi l le
November 2004

'" Son Antoine appears to have been named for his father (PRDH #60840 Qu6bec 1692-04-26 Naissance : . l 6g2-04-25)  and Jacques,  for  h is  maternal  uncle Jacques Guyon,  h is  godfather  (pRDH #61192 Quebec 1695-03-16
Natssance:1695-03-15) .  Pierre-Denis had as godfat f rer  Pierr i  Benac,  contro leur  general  des fermes du ro i(PRDH #61723  Quebec  1699 -06 -13  Na issance :  1699 -06 -12 ;  and  Sepu t tu re  #70173  euebec  1700 -07 -04 ) .  Seefootnote 13 above for  Mar ie-Anne,  named af ter  godmother  Mar ie-Anne Lemoine.  The bapt isms of  the e ldestdaugh te rs ,  Jud i t h  and  Mar ie -Made le ine ,  a re  no t  ex tan t .

wi th the except ion of  Mar ie-Therese,  who may have been named af ter  her  mother ,  and perhaps Mar ie-Agathe,  theCadi l lac chi ldren bapt ized at  Detro i t  were g iven the names of  one of  thei r  godparents,  as these excerpts f romphotocopies of  the or ig inal  regis ters of  Sainte-Anne-de-Detro i t  demonstrate.  I  have copied the spel l ing as is .

2February 1704.  bapt ism of  Mar ie Therese,  daughter  of  Anto ine de La Mothe Cadi l lac and Madame Mar ie
Therese Guion,  h is  wi fe.  Godparents:  Ber t rand Arnaud g y6l le  gennevieve le Tendre.  Both s igned.  FatherDelhal le  (page 5? of  or ig inal  regis ter ,  as i t  is  now extant .  The next  page number looks l ike a 5 turned into a 6.  Thisentry does not  say the bapt ism occurred on 2 February 1704,  only  that  Father  Delhal le  s igned the regls ter  on th isday' The next entry, the baptism of Marguerite Roy, specifically indicates the baptism occurred ,,27 avril 1704".)

19 January 1707,  bapt ism of  Jean Anto ine,  born th is  day,  son of  Anto ine De Lamothe Cadi l lac and h is  wi fe
Dame Therese Guyon.  Godparents:  Anto ine Lamothe cadi l lac,  enseigne,  and Damoisel le  Mar ie Magdele ine DeLamothe Cadi l lac,  both of  wnom signed wi th thei r  f  a ther .  Father  De Lamarche.  (p.  10 of  the regis ter)  This son d iedand was burred on 9 Aprr l  .1  709 as "un pet i t  innocent  nomm6 Anto ine f i ls  de Messi re Anto ine dela Mot te cadi l lac. . .  e tde Dame Therese Guyon . . .  age de c ieux ans et  deux mors et  demy envrron",  about  two years and two and a hal fmonths.  Deniau.  (p.  21 of  the regis ter . )

29 December 1707,  bapt ism of  Mar ie Agathe,  born yesterday the 28th,  daughter  ot  Anto ine Dela Mot tecadi l lac and Dame Therese Guyon.  Godparents:  Jacques cadi l lac,  cadet ,  and Mlr ie  Dussaut  (Mar ie-Renee
Toupin) ,  femme du Sr Langlo is ,  res idents of  For t  Pontchar t ra in.  Jacques s igned.  Father  Deniau.  (p.  34 of  theregister)  This second cadi l lac chi ld  born in  th is  year  would tend to conf i rm that  Madame cadi l lac cont inued toemploy the services of a wet nurse.

28 March 1709,  bapt ism of  Frangois,  born last  n ight ,  son of  Messi re Anto ine Dela Mot te Cadi l lac and DameTherese Guyon Godparents:  Frangois dela forest  (FLngois Daupin de Laforest) ,  capta in in  the t roops of  themarine' and Dame Barbe Loyselle, wife of Mr De Ran6e, all l iving in the fort. The father and both godparents signed.Father Deniau. 1p. 43 of the register., l

18  March  l 710 ,  bap t i sm o f  Ren6  Lou i s ,  bo rn  yes te rday ,  son  o f  An to ine  de la  Mo the  Cad i l l ac ,commandant ,  and Dame Therese Guyon,  h is  wi fe.  Godparents:  Ren6 Louis fourn ier  Equier  s ieur  Duf iguierEnseign "' faisant les fonction de Maior, and Honneste Datmoiselle Magdeleine deta Mothe cadillac. Both signed.Father  Deniau (p 51 of  the regis ter . )  This  chi ld  was lef t  behind in  Quebec Ci ty  when Cadi l lac sai led for  France in la teNovember I  71 1 .  Rene Louis d ied 6 and was bur ied 7 october 1 714,  euebec c i tv .
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